Labrador Retriever Breed Council Health sub-committee meeting 15th December 2024 via Zoom

Those present:   Joy Venturi Rose, Lynda Heron, Fiona Braddon, Kate Smith, Fiona McClean  Kira Leith Ross Apologies: Elaine Grummitt

The Breed Population Analysis video and report was discussed thoroughly by those present.  The group went through the suggested answers to the KC survey which needed to be submitted online.  (See Separate Report of responses) which has been circulated for other comments from the whole focus group prior to submission.
Health Standard
The group was updated regarding where we are with the KC Health Standard in relation to our breed and the email from Hannah James dated 29th November 24 was read to the committee.  Progress has now been made with hips, elbows and Stargardt Disease.   The planned launch date has been delayed.   It was noted that Alison Skipper (Veterinary Surgeon) was now part of the KC Health Team.
It was agreed that more needed to be decided regarding annual KC/BVA eye testing regime and what was to happen going forward.  It was agreed that LH would email the KC Health Department to ask what discussions they were having with the BVA to improve access   LH
Once this has been done we will look towards having another meeting at the end of January beginning of February to discuss recommendations for timing of KC/BVA eye testing going forward.
DNA Testing and multi testing
The recommended laboratories for DNA testing with Labrador multi packages needs review and updating.  There were concerns that the Neogen service was not operating as well as it had been.  LH is to ask for a meeting to find out what is happening.   LH
After this we will consider the matters arising and update our list if necessary.
Regarding the KC multi DNA package LH to discuss with KC any missing DNA tests and find reasons and solutions if possible   Also consistency of reporting across breeds.  For example EIC is reported as at Risk not affected for Curly Coated Retrievers.   LH


